CHAPTER VII
THE  WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
A almost exactly the same time, the Greeks landed
at Smyrna, ostensibly to police the area, actually
to annex it to Greece. They landed with the con-
nivance of the British and the French, who were anxious
to prevent the Aegean coastline from falling to Italy,
who, already in occupation of the Mediterranean coast
round Antalya, claimed the Smyrna enclave under the
unratified secret Treaty of St. Jean de Maurienne. The
Greek occupation was only one incident in the sordid
history of the intrigues and appetites of the Allied Pow-
ers over the spoils of dismembered Turkey, but since
Greece was not a Great Power, and was moreover a
hated enemy, it is probable that the Greek landing did
more than anything else to rouse the Turks to the peril
and ignominy of their position.
For it must not be thought that when Mustafa Kemal
turned his back on Istanbul, a frenzied people were wait-
ing to claim him as leader and to throw off the foreign
yoke. Quite the contrary. Even among nationalist circles
he had yet to make his way. An "Anatolian Defence
Rights Association" already existed in the interior.
He had to prove himself to this body. But more difficult
than the suspicions of the patriots was the dull apathy of
the country at large- For centuries the people of Alia-
tolia had been the down-trodden, neglected leavings of
the Empire, No one had inspired them* No one called
them to action. No one had bothered about them at all
except to take their earnings and conscript their sons.
Could they be made to feel the stirrings of national con-
i and national teyahy when neither nation nor